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will complement the Administration’s $19.4 bil-
lion school construction initiative by targeting
resources to growing states. My bill is fully
paid for using the offset others would use to
fund the misguided Coverdell private school
voucher scheme.

The simple fact of the matter is that our
growing states need help to build quality
schools in which to educate our children. This
Congress must do its part to assist the states
that have the greatest needs. My bill targets
resources to the states that will experience the
greatest growth over the next decade. The
Etheridge bill will provide more than $100 mil-
lion each to the top 17 fastest growing states;
slower growing states will qualify for lower
amounts. My state of North Carolina will qual-
ify for about $360 million in school construc-
tion bonds under this legislation.

No child in America should be forced to at-
tend class in a trailer, a closet or any other
substandard facility. The Etheridge bill will
help address this problem, and I urge my col-
leagues to cosponsor this bill.
f
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Mr. BOB SCHAFFER of Colorado. Mr.
Speaker, processing salmon on a cannery
slime line was probably the best job prepara-
tion I ever received for my stint in the U.S.
Congress. Making laws is never pretty either.

Standing boot deep in fins, fish heads, and
entrails, trying to keep up with the conveyor
belt, my team routinely exceeded our produc-
tion goals. In the end, we made a fine product,
and our Alaskan employer succeeded in run-
ning a good business—despite the bloody
mess.

That was my first job out of college. I paid
my way through school as a lifeguard, a farm
hand, a referee and umpire, a night clerk at an
apartment complex, and as a retail worker.
During holidays, I filled in for a vacationing
heating and air contractors’ assistant, and
conducted public opinion polls for local gov-
ernments and community boards.

Upon graduation I worked a few more jobs
before being asked, at a relatively young age
by local leaders, to fill a vacancy in the state
Senate. In addition to the cannery job, I
worked as a carpet layer, in food service, as
a legislative researcher, a corporate and politi-
cal speechwriter, and press secretary. I later
ran my own marketing business for six years
too.

But, throughout all my work, entrepreneurial
and investment experiences, I’ve been con-
fronted with the same disappointment—high
taxes.

Each time I forked over more of my earn-
ings to the government, I pledged to myself
that, if I ever got the chance, I’d work even
harder to put the priorities of wage-earners
ahead of the tax collectors.

This month, millions of Coloradans will labor
through the time-consuming and stressful task
of preparing tax returns to answer the govern-
ment’s deadline of April 15th. The average
family will endure a local, state, and federal
tax burden of an incredible 40 percent of in-
come for 1997.

This year, Americans will spend a combined
51⁄2 billion hours working to comply with our
tax system. Meanwhile, the 114,000 employ-
ees of the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) are
toiling too. They must, in order to churn out
and process the 8 billion pages of forms and
instructions taxpayers will need in order to
stay above the law.

This is why, in my first year in Congress, I
cosponsored and voted for two of the most im-
portant pieces of tax legislation in decades:
The Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997, providing the
first net tax cut in 16 years; and the IRS Re-
structuring Act, getting us a step closer to
reining in one of the most abusive federal
agencies, and setting us up to scrap the entire
tax code in favor of one that is fairer, flatter,
and simpler.

Indeed, this is one goal I will be pursuing
further this month along with my friends at the
National Federation of Independent Business
(NFIB)—the nation’s largest small business
advocate. I’ve been a proud NFIB member
myself for many years.

On April 15th, NFIB will sponsor national
‘‘It’s our Money, not THEIRS’’ Day. The plan
is to gather one million signatures on petitions
calling upon the president and Congress to
‘‘abolish the IRS Code as of December 31,
2000, and to propose to the American people
for our consideration a simpler, fairer tax code
which will reward work and savings.’’

Paying taxes is never pretty. Some would
say the tax code is a bloody mess. Thanks to
the NFIB, taxpayers will have a chance to
send a forceful tax message to the govern-
ment: ‘‘Fish or cut bait!’’

To volunteer for April 15th Day, or to obtain
petitions, call me, see any other NFIB small
business member, or call toll free 1–888–
NOT4IRS.
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Mr. MARTINEZ. Mr. Speaker, today I am
pleased to introduce the Child Nutrition and
WIC Reauthorization Amendments of 1998 on
behalf of the Administration. For the first time
in nearly 20 years, the Executive Branch has
transmitted to the Congress a bill to reauthor-
ize our Child Nutrition programs and the Spe-
cial Supplemental Nutrition Program for
Women, Infants and Children (WIC) program.
This legislation is cost-neutral over five years,
simplifies and streamlines program operations,
provide access to qualified participants, helps
to ensure program integrity and improves food
safety. I am happy to sponsor this bill and
strongly encourage my colleagues to support it
as well.

The Child Nutrition Programs and the WIC
Program are absolutely critical to our Nation’s
future. There is no question of the need to re-
authorize the expiring programs and, where
we can, improve access, eliminate unneces-
sary paperwork, and reduce the chance for
abuse. I believe the Administration bill moves
us toward these goals and is an excellent
starting point as we begin our efforts to reau-
thorize these programs.

Among the many improvements in the legis-
lation, the bill would:

Give authority for an after school program in
the Child and Adult Care Food Program for at
risk youths between the ages of 12–18; this is
a critical provision as so many children need
a positive and supportive after school option
since the highest instances of juvenile crime
occur during the hours immediately following
the end of the school day and the dinner hour;

Require schools to make every effort to es-
tablish adequate time for kids to eat school
lunches in a ‘‘child friendly’’ atmosphere en-
suring good nutrition;

Authorize Nutrition Education and Training
grants based on $.50 per child per year with
a minimum of $75,000 per state;

Give authority for USDA to pay for the cost
of removing any foods that have been found
to be unhealthy or contaminated;

Require that food service operations of par-
ticipating schools be inspected for health and
safety;

Increase the number of sites and children
that can be served by non-profit sponsors in
the Summer Food Service Program;

Improve management of the WIC program
with changes in how states can manage
‘‘spend forward’’ funds and require docu-
mentation of income for WIC participants;

Tighten penalties on vendors who violate
the rules for participation in the WIC program.

There are a number of other provisions in
the bill that I will not discuss at this point, but
are designed to improve program operations.
On whole, the bill represents a balanced and
thoughtful approach to improving the programs
at a time when budgets are very tight and
tough choices must be made about where to
spend our limited resources.

There is one provision of this legislation re-
garding the WIC program which I cannot sup-
port and another for which the Ranking Mem-
ber and I are concerned. First, the bill would
require that the Secretary of Agriculture pro-
pose regulations to verify the income of WIC
participants. I cannot support this provision be-
cause I believe it would drive legitimate recipi-
ents out of the program and would add to the
administrative burdens on WIC clinics when it
is not at all clear that much improvement in
accountability would be obtained. Recent testi-
mony before the Education and Workforce
Committee reinforces my belief that this provi-
sion is not necessary and should not be in-
cluded in the final bill which Congress sends
to the President. Second, the bill would termi-
nate the Secretary’s authority to administer the
very small segment of child nutrition programs,
which certain states do not presently admin-
ister for a variety of reasons, at the USDA Re-
gional level. The Ranking Member and I are
committed to closely examining this proposal
as we proceed through the reauthorization
process and ensure that, if enacted, it will not
jeopardize the nutritional meals and snacks
which children presently receive under these
programs.

I am looking forward to working with the De-
partment of Agriculture, and Under Secretary
Shirley Watkins, and my colleagues here in
the Congress to enact the positive features of
this legislation and other beneficial provisions
as we work to improve our child nutrition pro-
grams through this reauthorization.
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Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Speaker, I am rising to
speak today to commemorate the 50th anni-
versary of the chartering of Veterans of For-
eign Wars Post 9588, the Bailey-Richman
Post, in Monticello, New York. The Post was
chartered on April 4th, 1948 at the Grange
Hall in Monticello and was recently honored by
the National Headquarters of the VFW with a
Golden Anniversary Citation. It is an honor
they justly deserve. I would like to also cele-
brate and honor the Post’s long history of pub-
lic service and commitment to their community
in Sullivan County. The wonderful men and
women of this post have given so much to us
all in times of war and in times of peace and
I want them to know that their contributions
are deeply felt and greatly appreciated. I ask
all of my colleagues to join me in celebrating
the upcoming 50th anniversary of the Bailey-
Richman VFW Post 9588.
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Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, it is truly an
honor to rise before you today to commemo-
rate the 30th anniversary of the Fair Housing
Act by designating the month of April as Fair
Housing Month in Flint, Michigan.

Michigan, and the City of Flint in particular,
has a long history of promoting fair housing. In
February, 1968, the citizens of Flint voted to
adopt the first open-housing ordinance in the
country. As a member of the Michigan State
Legislature, I introduced the very first Open
Housing Act which outlawed housing discrimi-
nation in Michigan. In my many years of public
service, I have continued the fight for fair and
equitable housing because I believe our coun-
try must grant every person an equal chance
to succeed in America.

The Fair Housing Act of 1968 celebrates its
anniversary this year with the distinction of
being one of the most successful civil rights
laws in history. Thanks to the cooperation and
support of hundreds of state and local govern-
ments, more and more Americans are enjoy-
ing the simple freedom of choosing where to
live.

The Fair Housing Act was enacted in 1968,
shortly after Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr’s assas-
sination. The Act bars housing discrimination
on account of race, color, religion, sex, disabil-
ity, family status and national origin. The Act
covers the sale, rental financing and advertis-
ing of almost all housing in the nation.

Mr. Speaker, although we have made sig-
nificant strides in combating housing discrimi-
nation, we still have a long way to go. It is ille-
gal, immoral and intolerable and it has no
place in our present or future. During this
month of observance of the 30th anniversary
of the Fair Housing Act, let us work together
to preserve the principles of this important leg-

islation by eliminating discrimination and en-
suring that all Americans are afforded the op-
portunity to live with dignity and pride.
f
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Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to Epsilon Kappa, St. John’s
University’s Chapter of Sigma Delta Pi, the
National Collegiate Hispanic Society which, for
seventy-seven years has been promoting His-
panic culture and language in the United
States. In light of the fact that we are honoring
Hispanic heritage and culture, I am choosing
to make this tribute in my native language
Spanish.

(Ms. VELÁZQUEZ submitted two para-
graphs in Spanish.)

Successful organizations like this cannot
promote themselves alone. They need the
guidance and vision of talented leaders like
Professor Marie-Lise Gazarian-Gautier, a ren-
ovated scholar in literature at St. John’s Uni-
versity, Coordinator of the Graduate Spanish
Program and Moderator of Epsilon Kappa, St.
John’s Chapter of Sigma Delta Pi. Dr.
Gazarian is affiliated with universities in Paris-
France, Moscow-Russia, and Santiago the
1945 Chilean Nobel Prize Laureate. She is
also author of several books, among them:
‘‘Gabriela Mistral: La maestra de Elqui.’’ In ad-
dition, she serves as Foreign Correspondent
for several literary journals abroad and has
hosted a nationwide series on ‘‘Contemporary
Hispanic Fiction’’ produced by WCBS–TV and
St. John’s Television Center. In 1996 she was
appointed Judge of the Selection Committee
for the Poet Laureate from Queens. She cur-
rently serves as Vice President for the North-
east of Sigma Delta Pi.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to rise
with me today in honor of the seventy-seventh
anniversary of Sigma Delta Pi and the invalu-
able contribution its chapters are making to
our Hispanic Culture and society throughout
the United States. We wish Sigma Delta Pi
continued success and recognize St. John’s
University’s Chapter, Epsilon Kappa, for its
outstanding work in promoting Hispanic culture
in America.
f
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Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, yesterday, I
came to the floor bearing the unfortunate
news that former Congresswoman Bella
Abzug had died. I would now like to take this
opportunity to say a few words about our col-
league, who affected this House and this na-
tion deeply.

Bella Abzug was a woman ahead of her
time. I am not the first to come to this conclu-
sion, and I am certainly not the only person
who will point out this fact as the world reflects
on this loss. So perhaps it is fitting to go one

step further, and say: Bella Abzug was not
only a woman ahead of her time. She was a
woman who ushered in a new time.

I don’t think it is unreasonable to say that
Bella Abzug changed the way Americans think
about female politicians, and for a very un-
complicated reason: she made us do so. She
wasn’t afraid to demand the respect she de-
served, and I think maybe the perfect example
of that comes from a story she told about why
she started wearing her trademark hats.

‘‘When I first became a lawyer,’’ she said a
few years ago, ‘‘only about 2 percent of the
Bar was women. People would always think I
was a secretary. In those days, professional
women in the business world wore hats. So I
started wearing hats.’’ And as we all know,
she never stopped.

But Bella Abzug didn’t go into politics out of
personal ambition. One of the fundamental
things about her, maybe her defining ele-
ment—beneath the character, beneath the
voice, beneath the hats—was her tireless so-
cial conscience. She had no time for typical
politicians, and even less time for politics as
usual. And not only was she driven to do the
right thing, but she demanded the same of ev-
eryone she came in contact with.

I remember that whenever I would talk to
her, she would say to me, ‘‘Are you doing
enough? Are you doing enough?’’ And then,
occasionally, almost begrudgingly, she would
say, ‘‘Well, you’re doing okay.’’ I would leave
our conversation feeling as if I had received
the greatest compliment one could ever re-
ceive.

That is one of my memories of Bella, and I
am sure many Members of Congress have
others they would like to share. That is why
we will be holding a Special Order following
the upcoming district work period, where I in-
vite our colleagues with memories to share to
come forward, and to give to former Rep-
resentative Azbug the tribute which is surely
her due.

Finally, regarding my colleague I can only
conclude with this: when Bella Abzug left the
House of Representatives, this chamber be-
came a poorer place. Likewise, yesterday the
world became a poorer place, though all of us
are richer for having experienced Bella’s pres-
ence.
f

REFORMING BILINGUAL
EDUCATION
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Mr. RIGGS. Mr. Speaker, today I am intro-
ducing legislation to reform the federal bilin-
gual education program to insure its primary
focus is on teaching children English.

English is our official common and commer-
cial language. Our goal should be that every
child in America entering Kindergarten will be
able to read and write English by the end of
the First Grade. Other students should be ex-
pected to master English within two academic
years.

Over the past few years, there has been a
growing amount of evidence that bilingual edu-
cation classes—those using a child’s native
language in instruction—are having a harmful
impact on our Nation’s English language
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